THE COMMON ENEMY

" If you write it at once, sir, we will return
to Vigil and go to his private house, Then
he will give us an order which Major Grieg
dare not defy/1
" And if he comes while you are gone ? "
" He will not, sir/' said the sergeant. " He
will not come before day/'
I took my seat at the table and started to
write.
My statement must have read very ill, for
I am no German scholar, and though I can
speak well enough that unattractive tongue,
I could not write down correctly one half of
the words I use. Besides, I wasted no time,
for I knew I had spoken the truth and that
Grieg, full ripe for murder, was on-his way.
One lie only I told, and that was that George
had set me down at Sallust and then gone with
Bell to Littai, to comfort my wife.
Then I subscribed my name, and pinned
to the sheet the bill of The Broken Egg.
As I got to my feet------
" I think/' I said grimly, " I think that
should fix Major Grieg.
" Sir/' said the sergeant, " you have Just
signed his death-warrant/'
With his words came the squeal of brakes,
and then the heavy slam of the door of a car.
In a flash I had slipped the statement under
a blotting-pad.
" What did I tell yon ? " I said.
As I spoke, I saw my pistol, lying there on
the table six inches away*